

BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for the Parish of Barling Magna, held on Thursday 11th May 2017 in The Front Room, Great Wakering Community Centre, High Street, Great Wakering, Essex, commencing at 7.00 p.m.

Present:
Councillors Ashdown, Clark, Cohen (Chair), Edmunds, Gardiner, Knight, Pearmain, Steptoe (Vice-Chair)
Apologies: 
Councillor Bond. District Councillors Lucas-Gill and Williams.

In attendance:

I. King (Parish Clerk) and 2 local residents
MINUTES

1. To appoint the Chairman of the Annual Parish Meeting.
In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, Councillor Cohen being the Chair of the Parish Council for 2016/17, presided.
2. To receive the Chair’s opening remarks.
a. The Chair welcomed all present to the meeting.
3. To receive, consider and approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 26th May 2016.

a. Proposed Councillor Steptoe, seconded Councillor Ashdown that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 26th May 2016 be approved. Carried unanimously.
4. To receive the report of the Chair of Barling Magna Parish Council.

a. The Chair reported an eventful and at times challenging year. Following the departure of our former Clerk, the Council were fortunately able to engage the services of our previous Clerk, John Watson, who stepped in as our locum Clerk and supported us through the transitional period until our present Clerk, Ivan King took on the role.  Our thanks go to John for his support and our thanks go to Ivan for all his hard work since taking up the position.

b. There have been a number of planning challenges including the proposed development in and around Evergreens and the proposed development in and around Barrow Hall Road.  The Council would do what it could to bring any concerns to the attention of those in authority, while acknowledging that its own powers are limited.

c. The Council has supported the Neighbourhood Watch programme and notices have been posted in various sites around the Parish.

d. The year has seen the Council embark upon a new website.  Work to improve the site and make it more interesting is still needed but it is ongoing and the new site will prove to be a valuable means of promoting the work of the Council.

e. The Teddy Bears Picnic at the Wildlife Reserve was held on the 10th September and was a great success with good numbers attending including the Chairman of Rochford District Council.  It was an event enjoyed by all those attending.  Well done to all of those involved in organising the event.

f.      Another success for the Wildlife Reserve was the grant of the prestigious Green Flag award and once again thanks to all those Councillors and Volunteers who made this possible.

g. The autumn saw the Community Engagement event which was organised by Rochford District Council and held in the church.  This was well attended and provided some lively debate from the residents.

h. Christmas in Barling is nothing short of spectacular and it is gaining quite a reputation as the place to go and see the lights.  With so many of the residents decorating their homes so beautifully and imaginatively it is becoming more and more difficult to judge the winners of the Christmas lights competition and the winners of the 2016 prizes were certainly well deserved.

i.      The Parish Council once again funded the gift of Christmas hampers to a number of residents and thanks go to those involved in the preparation and delivery of those hampers: much appreciated by the recipients.

j.      The end of the year also marked the Citizen of the Year competition, which in 2016 was awarded to Adrian Ottley for his voluntary work in restoring and maintaining the church grounds to a high standard.  The award was made at the Beer and Carols evening at The Castle pub amidst much singing and jollity.

k. On a more sombre note the year ended with the sad passing of one of our fellow Councillors, Laurie Street.  Laurie was a dedicated Councillor who worked hard for both Barling Magna and Great Wakering parishes. He would be missed.

l.      2017 marked a change in the arrangements for the maintenance of the open spaces and, following the tender process, the contract was awarded to Green Gateway Trading Ltd. who appear to be keeping our bins emptied and our greens in good order.

m. Finance in the form of a Public Works loan and a Community Initiative Grant was now in place, thus enabling work to start shortly on the repair and refurbishment of the village hall.  If all goes well the hall will re-open later in the year with an opening ceremony and will once again be available for bookings and events. 

n. Congratulations were due to our Vice-Chair, Mike Steptoe, on his election to the Essex County Council. 

o. Finally, welcome a new member to the Parish Council, Malcolm Clark, who will add experience and expertise to our group.

5. To permit Parishioners to address the meeting.

a. Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the agenda be amended to invite any parishioners present to address the meeting. For: 8, against 0, abstaining 0.
b. No parishioners present wished to address the meeting.

6. To close the meeting.

a. The meeting closed at 7.09pm.

