


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, held Thursday, 10th May 2018 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex, commencing at 7.30pm. 

Present:   	Councillors Clark, Cohen (Chairman), Edmunds and Steptoe (Vice-Chairman)

Apologies:	Councillors Ashdown, Bond, Gardiner and Pearmain.
District Councillors Lucas-Gill, Mcpherson and Williams 

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe
	2 residents
		I. King (Parish Clerk)
	 	

MINUTES

18.64 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.26pm.

18.65 To elect a Chairman of the Barling Magna Parish Council for the 2018/19 Term of Office.
a. Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Edmunds that Councillor Cohen be elected Chairman for 2018/19. For 3, against 0, abstained 1.
 
18.66 To elect a Vice-Chairman of the Barling Magna Parish Council for the 2018/19 Term of Office.
a. Proposed by Councillor Edmunds, seconded by Councillor Clark that Councillor Steptoe be elected Vice-Chairman for 2018/19. For 3, against 0, abstained 1.	
18.67 The elected Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council to make the Statutory Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
a. The Statutory Declarations of Acceptance of Office were signed and witnessed by the Clerk as the Council’s Proper Officer.

18.68 Individual Councillors to update their entry in the register of interests.
a. The Clerk had circulated details of where to locate each member’s recorded interests on the District Council’s website.

18.69 To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies for absence were noted, as recorded above.

18.70 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to Rochford District Council or Essex County Council and particularly any planning matters.


18.71 To agree Committees, Sub-Committees and Working Parties of the Parish Council to be formed for 2018/19 
a. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the following members be appointed to Committees, Sub-Committees and Working Parties of the Parish Council as follows. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.

	Finance
	Ashdown, Bond, Clark, Cohen and Steptoe


	Personnel

	Ashdown, Cohen, Edmunds, Gardiner and Steptoe

	Wildlife Reserve
	Bond, Clark, Gardiner, Pearmain and Vacancy.


	Funding Working Party
	Ashdown and Clark


	Barling in Bloom Working Party
	Bond, Cohen and Edmunds (others to be appointed)


	Under Standing Orders, the Chairman and Vice-Chairman are members of all committees, sub-committees and working parties, ex officio



18.72 To agree representation on external committees and bodies for the 2018/19 Council Year
a.  Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the following members be appointed to external committees and bodies to represent the Parish Council as follows. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.
	Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils
	Cohen (substitute Ashdown)


	Crime Prevention / Community Police
	Edmunds (substitute Clark)


	Sea Wall / Flooding Matters

	 Pearmain (substitute Clark)


b. It was noted that Councillor Edmunds had not been receiving papers for the Crime Prevention Panel, not Councillor Clark for the Flood Forum.  The clerk would rectify this.

18.73 To sign as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 12th April 2018. 
a. 	Proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Clark that the minutes be approved. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.

18.74 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council.
a. A resident raised the matter of the large number of potholes in the parish, some of which she believed had not been repaired satisfactorily. Councillor Steptoe requested that potholes be reported on the Essex Highways website, noting the reference number generated there and that photographs of potholes could be emailed to him so that he could monitor progress in repairs. 
b. A question was asked about Blue Badges.  Councillor Steptoe explained that these were the responsibility of the County Council.  The new restrictions imposed by the unitary Southend-on-Sea Borough Council on those Blue Badges issued by external authorities were noted but that was the Borough Council’s decision and could not be changed by parish, district or county authorities.

18.75 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest.
a. District Councillor Steptoe reported that Jo Mcpherson had been elected to serve as District Councillor for Foulness and The Wakerings ward; that he had been re-elected Deputy Leader of the District Council and that Planning was to be the area of the District Council’s work with the greatest potential impact on residents in the next year.
b. County Councillor Steptoe reported that the next meeting of the County Council would take place the following week and that he planned to raise the matter of the strategic importance of the A127 Corridor at that meeting.

18.76 Financial Matters 
a. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the following schedule of cheque payments for May 2018 be approved. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.
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b. The clerk reported that all relevant material had been supplied to HSBC in respect of their current security review.  The internal audit was in-hand and proceeding satisfactorily. As a precaution, an extension to 2 July had been granted by the external auditor for the delivery of the Annual Return. It was agreed to release the recent £40 donation to be spent on bird food at the Wildlife Reserve.  
c. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that Auditing Solutions Ltd be reappointed as Internal Auditors to Barling Magna Parish Council for the year to 31st March 2019 on similar terms to the previous year. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.
d. The clerk tabled recommendations from the Council’s insurance broker, including quotes from 3 firms, for the renewal of the Council’s main insurance cover from 1 June. Proposed by Councillor Edmunds, seconded by Councillor Cohen that the quote from Inspire via Axa at £1,808.75 be approved and that the offer to restrain increases in premium by a 3-year contract with this firm on the same terms be agreed. 4, against 0, abstained 0.  The clerk would ensure that the insurance covered the ‘kissing-gate- in Kimberley Road

18.77 Street lighting
a. The clerk had provided a paper on 3 main street lighting issues:  the expected redundancy of existing stock; the currency of the present maintenance contract and the poor communications between UK power Networks and parish councils.
b. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Clark that the clerk’s recommendations be agreed (For 4, against 0), as follows:
(i) The council will receive a further report, with outline costings and potential sources of finance, for the full replacement of its lighting stock.  The clerk would enquire of UKPN if they would give their outline consent to the use of their poles for replacement fitments;
(ii) Council noted that, until existing stock was replaced by current standard fitments, it might not be possible easily to secure competitive tenders for maintenance; the existing contractor’s work was satisfactory;
(iii) On the next occasion that a lighting contractor was appointed, they would be asked to act as direct liaison with UKPN.


18.78 Parish Hall issues
a. Councillor Cohen kindly agreed to research the costs of two noticeboards, one for the Parish Hall and another for near the shops in Little Wakering Road. A single screen protecting a magnetised noticeboard was preferred.
b. The clerk was asked to obtain prices for lined curtains for the main hall, stage and committee room; those for the stage must comply with specific fire regulations.  
c. Councillor Cohen had researched some costings for a free-standing flagpole to be positioned in the grounds of the Parish Hall.  The clerk would check with the RDC planners that we could go ahead. A budget of £200 was agreed.

18.79 Events – to report progress and agree any action
a. Travelling Trends – 22 May.  Currently 55 tickets had been sold. Proposed by Councillor Edmunds, seconded by Councillor Clark that the Chairman be provided with a float of up to £250 towards the purchase of refreshments for sale and any other related expenses. For 4, against 0, abstained 0. Ms Serena Brown, present at the meeting, kindly offered to bake some cakes in support of the event.
b. To agree a budget for the Barling in Bloom series of events. This item was deferred until Councillor Bond was next present.
c. Barling Photographic Competition (minute 18.63c refers). The clerk was requested to draw up rules and draft publicity for this, with entries to be judged in mid-August.  Entrants in two age categories must be residents of the parish and the subject matter must be landscapes or wildlife seen in the parish. Two prizes would be offered, subject to confirmation of best-practice for cash prizes to those under 16. Should there sufficient good quality photographs, these could be made into a local calendar for sale.
d. The Council would be glad to arrange another Fun Dog Show in 2019.

18.80 Planning Matters – to consider the following applications and any action
a. 18/00234/FUL (White Oak) – no comment
b. 18/00295/FUL (Oak House) – no comment.


18.81 Correspondence.
a. The clerk reported on correspondence received from Dog’s Trust, Rochford Youth Council and Rochford Bowling Club.

18.82 Clerk’s Report.
a. The clerk tabled a full report. He draw members’ attention to the following:
(i) [bookmark: _GoBack]GDPR – a firm decision by the government on whether a Data Protection Officer was required was expected imminently; he would bring forward a draft privacy notice for approval.
(ii) April 2018 lettings income was around £500. The first block booking would start on 5th June. It was agreed to dispose of the red cupboard, to make more room for storage.
(iii) VAT claim:  the 2017-18 final quarter reclaim of £962.31 had been received;
(iv) NWG Water had admitted a major error in the billing for parish hall water, which had now been adjusted to an acceptable level. The clerk reported on negotiations for the restoration of the water supply at the Wildlife Reserve.  NWG claim they cannot help. He had written to the key officer at Southend-on-Sea Borough Council and would brief Councillor Steptoe if we did not make any progress in that way.

18.83 At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· Thursday, 31st May – Extraordinary Full Council Meeting. This might include approval of the Annual Return.
· Tuesday, 5th June – Wildlife Reserve Committee.  Councillor Clark would brief the committee on progress in interactive web apps for the Reserve.
· Thursday 14th June – Full Council.  The Chairman was considering introducing special motions to modify standing orders on the duration of meetings and also financial regulations, to lift the threshold for seeking competitive tenders to £3,000. There would be a briefing on the RDC Treasure Map scheme and the clerk would explore bringing a report, at Councillor Edmunds’ request, on the possibility of a community defibrillator. Councillor Clark hoped to bring forward proposals for the website.


The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm


* * * * * * * * * * * 
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Cheque No Payee Description Initial Initial £

Direct Debit Public Works Loan Board Half-yearly payment due 5.6.18        2,562.08 

Standing Order G.Gates Salary - May 2018 360.00

200592 G.Gates Reimbursement for materials used at Parish Hall 24.04

200593 I.King Salary - May 2018 534.36

200594 I.King Expenses 46.00

200595 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions 188.95

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power 306.54

Direct Debit E.on Gas bill for Parish Hall 84.48

200596 Eurolube Fuel 20.74

200597 W&H (Romac) Ltd Street lighting repairs 98.28

200598 D.M.Foster Ltd 5% retention on parish hall building works        2,141.72 

200599 Les Roberston Roofing 5% retention on parish hall building works 867.45

Total payments  £7,234.64


