


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, held Thursday, 14th June 2018 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex, commencing at 7pm. 

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bond, Clark, Cohen (Chairman), Edmunds, Gardiner, Pearmain and Steptoe (Vice-Chairman – from item 18.101b)

Apologies:	Councillor McKillop.
District Councillors Lucas-Gill and Williams 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe (from item 18.101b)
		I. King (Parish Clerk)
	 	

MINUTES

18.90 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a. The Chairman invited the meeting to observe one minute’s silence to mark the first anniversary of the Grenfell Tower disaster.
b. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.01pm.

18.91 To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies were received, as noted above.
b. Councillor Steptoe had sent apologies for late arrival.

18.92 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. Councillor Steptoe had notified the Clerk of a pecuniary interest in relation to planning application 18/00424/LDC.

18.93 To sign as a correct record the Minutes of recent meetings of the Council:
a. Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Clark that the minutes of the Annual Council meeting held 10th May 2018 be approved. For 7, against 0, abstained 0. 
b. Proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor Clark that the minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of the Council held 31st May 2018 be approved. For 7, against 0, abstained 0. 

18.94 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a. No parishioners wished to address the Council on this occasion.

18.95 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest. (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a. No District or Count Councillors were present at this point.

18.96 Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
a. Payment requests for June 2018.  Proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the following schedule be approved. For 7, against 0, abstained 0. 
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b. The Clerk had circulated a satisfactory bank reconciliation to 31st May 2018, disclosing an adjusted balance of £47,612.81.
c. Councillor Cohen suggested that the Council should explore some basic maintenance of the three older bus shelters. Councillors agreed to bring forward names of local ‘handymen’ who could supply evidence of a minimum public liability cover of £5million; the matter would on the July agenda.
d. Council received a recommendation by the Wildlife Reserve Committee to purchase 2 recycled plastic benches and a further dog-waste bin for the reserve. Proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor Cohen that two of the Harewood benches be purchased at a cost of £250.80 each and that a decision on the dog-waste bin be deferred while the risks and potential additional costs of safe disposal were explored. For 7, against 0, abstained 0.

18.97 General Data Protection Regulation
a. The Clerk had circulated a draft general privacy notice and consent form. 	Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Clark that this be 	approved and that the Council’s insurers be asked what health or other 	personal information they required to be gathered from volunteers. For 7, 	against 0, abstained 0.

18.98 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations 
a.     In view of new model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations just published, the Chairman proposed that the intended special motion regarding possible changes to the text of each be withdrawn and the matter brought back to a subsequent meeting. This was seconded by Councillor Ashdown. For 7, against 0, abstained 0.

18.99 Street lighting
a.   The Clerk tabled an interim report following the Council’s decision to explore the full replacement of its street lighting. This drew on the experience of Grendon Parish Council in Nottinghamshire – a similar-sized council. Interest-free loans were available from the government as long as the savings in power would equal the value of the loan within 5 years. The Clerk was invited to continue the exploration and to bring reports to the Council as necessary. He would contact Great Wakering Parish Council to learn from their recent experience.

18.100 Reports from Committees, Working Parties and Councillors
a. Councillor Clark had invited comments on two possible options for a new Wix-based website. The Clerk would suggest to Ms S. Brown, who had offered to volunteer in support of the Council’s work, that she work with Councillor Clerk on this project. Councillor Gardiner would supply contact details for the former webmaster so that redundant council websites could be taken offline. 
b. Councillors Ashdown and Clark had been working on preparing funding bids for new equipment at the Play Area. Councillor Pearmain suggested that the play area should be sold and new play equipment be installed in the grounds of the parish hall. There were concerns that residents and hirers might object; that the land ownership issue at the hall was unresolved and that car parking was at a premium.  Councillor Pearmain recommended members to visit the play area in Conway Avenue behind the Anchor pub in Great Wakering for ideas. 
c. Council noted the referred health and safety report from the Wildlife reserve Committee, including first-aid and CoSHH matters.
d. Proposed by Councillor Edmunds, seconded by Councillor Pearmain that quotes should be sought for the creation of a storage area in the lobby of the hall where the coat-hooks are.  For 7, against 0, abstained 0. 
e. Subject to finalising the size, it was proposed by Councillor Edmunds, seconded by Councillor Cohen that a noticeboard bearing the name of the Parish Council be purchased for the parish hall site; cost not to exceed £1,000 +VAT. The Clerk advised that there was no agreed budget for this but the costs could be met from projected savings. For 7, against 0, abstained 0. 
f. By unanimous agreement, Councillor Pearmain was thanked for installing the new external water tap and hanging baskets.  Councillor Bond would supply a watering can for the plants in the front.

18.101 Events – to report progress and agree any action
a. Councillor Cohen reported on the success of the Travelling Trends event, with a net yield of £649.90 for the parish hall fund.  The Council thanked Councillor Cohen and her volunteer assistants for all their hard work. 
b. Councillor Steptoe joined the meeting at this point.
c. The Council was keen to proceed with the proposed Barling in Bloom series of events. Initial interest from the public was muted so far but it was suggested that there be a public meeting in the autumn to engage further interest. The recent Canewdon Open Gardens Day offered some additional ideas.  It was proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Bond to offer an initial budget of £200 to enable planning to start.  For 8, against 0, abstained 0.
d. Barling Photographic Competition (minute 18.63c refers). The publicity material was approved and Mr Leeks had kindly consented to serve as one of the judges. Posters were suggested for the pub, shop, church hall and noticeboards. This was a pilot venture and would offer lessons for future competitions. The Clerk had taken legal advice on whether offering different value prizes to different age groups would conflict with the Equality Act 2010. Advice received from NALC’s solicitor was that, while discriminating on the basis of age was generally unlawful, there was a reasonable assumption that a younger entrant would employ less skill and therefore the proposed £100 prize for adults and £50 for under 16s was permitted.
e. It was agreed that the ticket price for the Quiz Night on Saturday 27th October would be £12 per person. Councillor Gardiner agreed to approach “The Frying Pan” in Southchurch Road about supplying the food and the Clerk would begin to arrange publicity. Councillor Steptoe had agreed previously to arrange the quiz.  Councillor Edmunds agreed to look again at the sound system to ensure that it would be serve our needs on the night.
f. Fun Dog Show 2019:  it was agreed that this would be held on Saturday 13th July 2019 at the Wildlife Reserve.  The advance notice was welcomed as this enabled plenty of time for planning.

18.102 Planning Matters – to consider the following applications and any action
a. 18/00424/LDC (297 Little Wakering Road – siting of container). Councillor Steptoe declared a pecuniary interest and left the meeting for this item. There were concerns expressed about the visibility of any container and whether any commercial activity would be run from such. The Clerk advised that an application for a Lawful Development Certificate was not seeking planning consent, simply a reassurance from the planning authority that an action by a landowner was legally permitted.  He also advised that there was no suggestion in the application of commercial activity, which would require an application for change of use. 
b. 18/00461/DPDR1 (2 Magna Mead - single storey extension). There were no comments.

18.103      To consider correspondence received since the last meeting:
a. Winter salt 2018/19:  it was agreed not to seek a new allocation of winter salt. It was suggested that, once the salt bins had been replenished, residents be invited on a given day in the autumn to collect one of the 25kg bags so that the salt is used. It was noted that dealing with the former salt stock at Mucking Hall Farm, the relocation of salt bins and the siting of the new salt bin in Barrow Hall Road were outstanding tasks.
b. Kaos Youth Club. An approach had been made by Mr Darren Parsons; however, he had subsequently withdrawn his request to use the parish hall owing to lack of storage.  Councillor Steptoe expressed some concerns about this specific request for the hall, including whether young people in the district now wanted youth clubs as opposed to other forms of provision.
c. Council noted an approach by Rochford District Council seeking a meeting with District Councillor Steptoe and the Managing Director or his deputy, with a view to exploring future partnerships.  It was agreed to seek an Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council for this – date to be agreed.
d. The Chairman used her discretion to extend the meeting for 30 minutes at this point.

18.104 Clerk’s Report.
a. The Clerk had supplied a report on current issues and this was noted. 

18.105       At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:  12th July – Full Council; 30th July – Personnel Committee 
a. The Chairman asked that Parish Hall curtains be on the next agenda, following good work undertaken by the Hall Manager in exploring options and samples. The Chairman thanked Mrs Gates for her work on this.
b. The Chairman had circulated a report of a recent meeting of EALC.
c. Operation “London Bridge” (concerning official public mourning following the death of any senior member of the Royal Family).  The Chairman would find an opportunity at a future meeting to share as much as she was permitted. 
d. Councillor Steptoe reported that the County Council had committed £2.5million for extra pothole repairs; £1.2 million for extra spending on Local Highways Panels and £200,000 to the Keep Essex Tidy campaign.
e. Councillor Steptoe reported on new county funding to cascade to parish councils through EALC in due course.  He had also attended a meeting of the Essex and Kent Fisheries.
f. Councillor Bond asked about the expected repairs to the damaged ‘School’ sign near the village sign. The recent works there had not yielded any progress and Councillor Steptoe would continue to press for action.

18.106 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded and they were instructed to withdraw.

18.107 Tenders for proposed work to the kitchen and toilets at the parish hall.
a. Three quotes had been received for the work. 
b. The bid by Elite was considered too expensive. A.K.Morris had only bid for the kitchen work.  
c. It was agreed to explore refinements to the specification with AJR, to ensure that they accommodated:
· 800mm width of an industrial dishwasher
· Gloss doors to cupboards
· Full compliance with the published specification’s requirements on sanitary units and flushes.
d. A report would be brought back to Council.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55pm


* * * * * * * * * * * 
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BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

Council Meeting –  14th June 2018                               Agenda item 18.96 (a)                        

Cheque No Payee Description £

200600* Came & Company Council insurance premium 1,808.75

200601* Broomfield Construction Void 0.00

200602* M. Broomfield Concrete driveway        1,000.00 

Standing Order G.Gates Salary - June 2018 360.00

200603 I.King Salary - June 2018 534.36

200604 HM Revenue & Customs Salary deductions - 1st quarter 394.40

200605 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions - June 2018 188.95

200606 M. Pearmain Materials for external tap 48.16

200607 M.Cohen Reimbursement for Travelling Trends costs 135.65

200608 Bibby Factors Manchester Ltd New bus shelter and clearance of old one        6,583.20 

200609 W&H (Romac) Ltd Street lighting repairs 307.30

200610 Auditing Solutions Ltd Internal audit 2017-18           504.00 

200611 PMB Electrical Ltd

Emergency lighting repairs, 5-yearly checks and other 

electrical works to the parish hall

       1,440.40 

Direct Debit E.on Gas supply to Parish Hall             41.53 

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power           316.75 

200612 I.King Expenses for May 2018           262.15 

200613 Ernest Doe Wildlife Reserve fencing materials           102.19 

Direct Debit E.on Electricity for hall**             25.00 

Direct Debit NWG Water for Parish Hall 10.00

Total payments  £14,062.79

*These payments were approved at Council meetings held 10th May and 31st May 2018 but have not appeared on previous schedules

**This will rise to £50 per month from 1 July as our increasing use of the hall goes beyond the previously agreed monthly amount.

Supporting documentation will be available for inspection at the Council meeting.  All amounts include VAT where applicable.


