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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, held Thursday, 12th July 2018 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex, commencing at 7.05pm. 

Present:   	Councillors Cohen (Chairman), Gardiner, McKillop and Pearmain.

Apologies:	Councillors Ashdown, Clark, Edmunds and Steptoe.
District Councillor Mcpherson. 

Attending:	District Councillor Hookway.
		I. King (Parish Clerk)
	 	

MINUTES

18.108 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7.05pm.
b. The Chairman welcomed Councillor McKillop to her first full meeting.

18.109 To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies were received, as noted above.

18.110 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. There were none.

18.111 To sign as a correct record the Minutes of the Full Council held 14 June 2018
a. Proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the minutes be agreed. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.

18.112 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a. No parishioners wished to address the Council on this occasion.

18.113 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest. (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a. District Councillor Hookway reported on current changes to the Rochford District Council payment machines. The present situation was unsatisfactory for those wishing to pay Council Tax and other charges in cash. The alternative means of payment through the Post Office required a specific paying-in slip which was not always available.  He was continuing to press for a resolution to the problem and would keep the Parish Council informed.

18.114 Financial Matters – to consider and approve.
a. Payment requests for July 2018. The schedule below had been circulated. Subject to the addition of a fee for advertisements to the Great Wakering Community Association, it was proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the payments be agreed. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.
[image: ]

b. A satisfactory 1st quarter finance report was noted.  The Clerk reported that a claim for £2,400 VAT had been submitted for the April-June period; future claims would be smaller.  Historically the Council had been charged 5% VAT on power for the Parish Hall.  Now that gas had been installed, the Clerk proposed to await full year’s figures on usage before contacting E.on about the VAT rate being levied.  Any increase in VAT could be reclaimed by the Council, so the effect of any change would be neutral.   
c. Council noted with appreciation a donation of £50 by Ms J Smith and also receipt of the closing balance of the Barling Magna Steering Committee (Lloyds Bank) account of £467.15. 
d. Council reviewed its subscription to the Rural Community Council for Essex. Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Pearmain that the subscription not be renewed. For 4, against 0, abstained 0. 
e. Noticeboard:  the previous decision to order a 1,500 x 1,200mm, 2 panel board with aluminium legs in Moss Green would now be actioned.
f. It was agreed unanimously to agree the delivery charge of £96 for the two recycled benches for the Wildlife Reserve.

18.115 Governance Matters  - to discuss the following and agree any action
a. Councillor McKillop volunteered to take the vacant position on the Wildlife Reserve Committee and this was agreed unanimously, with thanks. 
b. There was unanimous agreement that Councillor McKillop should have an initial paid place on a future training course of her choice run by EALC, in consultation with the Chairman. 
c. A draft Complaints Policy and Procedure had been circulated, to replace the one agreed by the Council in 2011. A published complaints procedure was a matter of good practice and would reassure residents that any concerns about the Council’s services would be given fair consideration.  The new procedure would not apply to internal staffing matters or to alleged breaches of the Code of Conduct. Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Pearmain that the policy be adopted. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.
d. A draft Equality policy had been circulated. This set out the Council’s obligations under the Equality Act 2010.  Proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the policy be adopted. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.
e. Local Council Award Scheme. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the Council commit itself to achieving Foundation Council status within 12 months, as an externally verified quality mark. For 4, against 0, abstained 0. 

18.116 Clerk’s report – to discuss and agree any action
a. A paper setting out the Clerk’s current workload had been circulated in three sections:  
(i) suggested core tasks (blue list); 
(ii) suggested current priority projects (yellow list); 
(iii) tasks for where there was consistently inadequate time (pink list).
There was agreement that the assignment of the tasks to the given categories was a fair reflection of the Council’s priorities.  The Clerk was invited to explore further delegation to the Hall Manager of property-related tasks from the first category, inviting her to attend Council twice a year.  He was released from responsibility for pursuing those tasks in the 3rd (pink) list:  councillors would be asked to consider how they (or others) might assist with these.  The payphone in the parish hall would be removed. The Clerk’s top priority for now would be to prepare the bid for funding the restoration of the water supply at the Wildlife Reserve.  Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Pearmain that the above decisions be agreed. For 4, against 0, abstained 0.  An updated report would be reviewed in 6 months’ time.

18.117 Play Area 
a. Council noted the circulated annual safety inspection report by RoSPA, which showed an assessment within the lowest risk category.
b. It was agreed to defer a forward strategy to maximise the usefulness and attractiveness of the Play Area until Councillors Ashdown and Clark were present.

18.118 Parish Hall
a. Curtains:  Gillian Gates was thanked for the work she had undertaken to gather samples and costings for the curtaining of the main hall windows. Subject to further checking of the calculations and measurements to allow for positioning the curtain track above the steel lintels, it was proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the Chairman be authorised to purchase the materials to a maximum of £1,200.  
b. The Clerk reported that the provisionally successful bid for the work to the kitchen and toilets did not include supply of the kitchen units.  The importance of commissioning the work soon to secure the CIF grant was noted.  Following investigations, a recommendation would come back to Council.

18.119 Events – to report progress and agree any action
a. To arrange an open meeting to build interest in the Barling in Bloom series of events:  it was agreed to defer this until Councillor Bond was present.
b. Barling Photographic Competition – 6 or so enquiries had been received. The competition was open to non-residents. Councillor Pearmain had had a successful experience of calendars produced by VistaPrint and their prices for any calendar would be considered.

18.120 Wildlife Reserve
a. The award of the coveted Green Flag Award for a 9th year was noted with pleasure.  The volunteers were commended for all their hard work.
b. The Tree Survey requested by Wildlife Reserve Committee had been carried out that day by Essex Tree Services at a cost of £360. The survey was of all trees but with particular concern for those along the border with Roper’s Farm. The report would go to the Committee in September.
c. The Clerk provided a report on current steps to see the restoration of water supply.  Essex and Suffolk Water would uncover the stopcock; they had offered a list of local firms able to undertake the work of installing the new supply; Enovert Community Trust would welcome a bid from the Council towards the costs.  This would be his top priority for the next period.

18.121 Planning Matters: to consider applications and any action required
a. Barrow Hall Road development. Councillors Gardiner and McKillop had attended the public meeting called at very short notice by Sanctuary.  The Chairman would email round a link for those wishing to lodge comments or complaints about the proposed development.
b. Council received details of the following planning applications:
(i) 18/00586/NMA Council had no objections when the substantive application was considered. This new application was for a non-material amendment to an existing permission.
(ii) 18/00610/DPDP1 No comments
18.122      To consider correspondence received since the last meeting:
a. Email from District Councillor Mcpherson regarding policing. It was agreed to defer consideration of this in order to hear the experience of those parish councils which were now committed to the special constable scheme.
b. Basics Essex Accident Rescue Service (BEARS) request for funding:  they would be invited to reapply in time for the annual meeting in 2019.
c. Funding request from Mr D Parsons regarding equipment for youth work for Barling young people – this was declined.

18.123 At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· Monday 30th July – Personnel Committee 
· Thursday 9th August – Full Council
· Extraordinary Council meeting with Rochford District Council (to be arranged)
a. The Chairman reported on social media training she had attended and requested that the use of Twitter and Facebook be considered at some point.
b. The Chairman’s chain of office would be added to the asset register with a value of around £50.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30pm. 


4

image1.emf
BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

Cheque No Payee Description £

200614 W & H (Romac) Ltd Street Lighting Repairs  373.89

200615 Soc of Local Council Clerks Subscription 128.00

DD E.on Gas supply to hall               0.36 

200616 Playsafety Ltd Annual RoSPA safety inspection of play area 79.80

200617 Green Gateway Trading Ltd Grounds maintenance - 1st quarter        1,464.61 

200618 R.Gardiner Councillor allowance - 2nd quarter             42.52 

200619 M. Pearmain Councillor allowance - 2nd quarter 42.52

200620 M. Steptoe Councillor allowance - 2nd quarter             26.56 

SO G.Gates Net salary 360.00

200621 I.King Net salary 534.36

200622 I.King Expenses 174.65

200623 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions 188.95

200624 Transfer to Charity account Net takings from Travelling Trends event 22nd May 696.90

DD E.on Street lighting power supply           306.54 

DD E.on Electricity supply to hall             56.09 

DD NWG Water supply to hall             10.00 

Total payments  £4,485.75


