


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, held Thursday, 9th August 2018 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex, commencing at 7pm. 

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Cohen (Chairman), Gardiner, McKillop and Steptoe (Vice-Chairman).

Apologies:	Councillors Bond, Clark, Edmunds and Pearmain.
District Councillors Efde, Hookway and Lucas-Gill 

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe; District Councillors Mcpherson and Williams.
		I. King (Parish Clerk)
	 	


MINUTES


18.124 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7pm.

18.125 To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies for absence were received, as noted above.

18.126 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of    Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matters relating to the County and District Councils; he reserved the right to change his mind on any planning matters at this meeting when they were subsequently considered by the District Council.

18.127 To sign as a correct record the Minutes of the Full Council held 12th July 2018
a. Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the minutes be approved. For 5; against 0; abstained 0.

18.128 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a. District Councillor Jo Mcpherson, speaking as a resident, noted with pleasure the recent long-service award made to recently-retired Parish Councillor Ivy Knight.  She also looked forward to the forthcoming Village Fair, to be held on Bank Holiday Sunday. 

18.129 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest. (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a. County Councillor Steptoe had attended a meeting with the Environment Agency in Ipswich and also a review of the Brightlingsea Flood Defences. He drew attention to the annual report of London Southend Airport.  He had attended the opening of a new play facility in South Ockendon and the Local Government Association conference, where the Secretary of State had commended the District Council for its performance in recycling. Councillor Steptoe was also participating in a review of the County’s parks. He continued to take a lead in the strategic review of the A127.
b. District Councillor Steptoe reported on the recent Flood Forum. The owner of the ditch running from Kimberley Road to Little Wakering Road had been requested to clear it.  Relating to safeguarding, information would be published shortly on a key safeguarding role for Parish Councils. He also understood that parish precepts were unlikely to be capped for 2019/20.
c. District Councillor Steptoe reiterated his concern that the Parish should begin planning now for the future of the haul road once the Barling landfill site was declared ‘full’. The settlement of refuse over time might lead to it being topped-up; if this took place after the removal of the haul road, lorries would have to come through the village or along Mucking Hall Road. Councillor Steptoe asked that this matter be a main agenda item for the September meeting, with a discussion about how to manage a campaign to secure the best outcome for residents. He believed that the Parish Council would need to take the lead, building strategic partnerships with District and County Councils, as well as residents and other interested parties.  Councillor Gardiner asked about the possibility of development along the existing haul road.  Councillor Steptoe suggested that this was unlikely, as it was on the flood plain. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that:
(i) The Chairman would consult the Chairman of Great Wakering Parish Council, which would also potentially be affected;
(ii) [bookmark: _GoBack]Council should consider creating a working party to explore the scope of a potential campaign, to be proposed at the September meeting. Councillors Ashdown, Cohen and McKillop offered to serve.
For 5; against 0; abstained 0.
d. District Councillor Mcpherson reported on work to clear footpaths with a team of volunteers, to enhance (but not replace) County provision.  She had attended the recent consultation meeting called by Sanctuary Housing regarding the proposed Barrow Hall Road development.  She noted that the District Council’s requirement at outline planning stage of a preferred turning into Barrow Hall Road from the development had been removed. The portfolio holder for Highways was due to make a visit of inspection.  She reported on parking issues opposite The Castle Public House and by the Sanctuary site in Kimberley Road.  On the matter of speeding vehicles, she reported on the local Speedwatch scheme and that she was requesting Essex County Council to adopt the scheme of mobile speed indicators used by Suffolk County Council. She had attended a local summer playscheme.
e. District Councillor Williams, as a volunteer on the scheme, endorsed Councillor Mcpherson’s report on the Speedwatch scheme. 

18.130 Financial matters 
a. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the following cheque payments be approved. For 5; against 0; abstained 0.
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b. A bank reconciliation was tabled, which disclosed a total adjusted balance of £55,246.88 as at 1st August 2018.
c. Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the amount to be spent on installing curtains to the Parish Hall should now be £2,000. For 5; against 0; abstained 0.  The Parish Hall Charity would be requested to make a donation towards this cost. 
d. The Chairman would supply the Clerk with details of the agreed noticeboard, so that this could be ordered.  The Clerk advised members that, while bank balances were currently satisfactory, he counselled against further unbudgeted expenditure from this point on in the financial year.

18.131 Banking matters
a. The Clerk reported on the current, unclear and unsatisfactory relationship with HSBC.  He had complied a detailed chronological list of contacts and responses since December 2017.  Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the Clerk should initiate a formal complaint – with a request for compensation - to HSBC; should that be unsuccessful, the complaint should then be made to the Financial Services Ombudsman.  For 5; against 0; abstained 0.
b. Members noted and approved urgent action taken by the Clerk to ensure continuation of utility supplies to the parish hall following actions by HSBC. 

18.132     Governance Matters - to discuss the following and agree any action
a. Members received a written report from the Clerk regarding funding powers under s137 of the Local Government Act 1972.  They also noted that the Council now met the required conditions to assume the General Power of Competence under the Localism Act 2011.  The Clerk was requested to add a formal proposal to assume this power on the September agenda.
b. It was agreed to make the following changes to the Council’s published calendar for 2018/19:
(i) The review of the asset register to be deferred to March 2019;
(ii) The January 2019 full council meeting would now, on a once-only basis, take place on the third Thursday, 17th January.

18.133 Play Area – future funding options
a. It was agreed to defer this item until Councillor Clark was present.

18.134 Wildlife Reserve water supply
e. The Clerk presented an update.  It was unanimously agreed that authority be delegated to the Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, to seek grants towards the costs of installing a new water supply. 

18.135 Events – to report progress and agree any action
a. Barling in Bloom:  Councillor Bond would be encouraged to call a public meeting to build a team of volunteers willing to assist in this venture and to secure offers of gardens to be open to visitors.
b. Barling Photographic Competition – the deadline was Friday 17th August. Although there had been quite wide publicity in the locality, so far no entries had been received.

18.136 Planning Matters -  to consider any action required, including the following
a.  Barrow Hall Road development.  Although the Parish Council had an interest in the traffic and other infrastructure issues arising from this proposed development, the Council was reminded that the site was wholly located within Great Wakering parish.
b. 18/00560/FUL – 156 Little Wakering Road, to demolish existing buildings and replace with two three-bed dwellings.  The only comment to be made to the planners would be that, given the proximity of this site to a mediaeval church and other historic buildings, an archaeological survey of the site was desirable.

18.137      To consider correspondence received since the last meeting
a. Proposed Human Resource training (Rochford Hundred/ACAS). This was broadly welcomed.  Councillor Ashdown wished to attend.
b. Approach by two local residents about worsening road-safety and parking. It was felt that this matter, and possible solutions, had been reviewed under previous agenda items. Councillor Ashdown asked about dangerous parking, with obscured views from driveways, in Barling Road close to the Ye Olde Shoulderstick. The process by which the South Essex Parking Partnership might respond to this was outlined.
c. Essex County group scheme for solar panels.  The Clerk was requested to register the Parish Council as a potential participant in this scheme.

18.138 Reports from external bodies
a. The Chairman had circulated her notes from recent meetings of both the Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils and the Essex Association of Local Councils. The lack of designated facilities for Travellers in the District was identified as one cause for concern although a new site at the junction of the A127 and A130 was a possibility.

18.139 At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
· Tuesday, 4th September – Wildlife Reserve Committee 
· Thursday 13th September - Full Council. Members would value a tea-break halfway through the meeting.
· Extraordinary Council meeting with Rochford District Council (the Chairman would consult on dates and then call this meeting). If there were specific items to discuss with District, it would be good to identify these in advance of the meeting.

18.140 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded and they were instructed to withdraw.

18.141 Proposed work to the kitchen and toilets at the parish hall (to follow).
a. The Chairman reported on current progress.  It was agreed to set aside previous provisional decisions about this work; to await a new bid expected shortly and to bring the matter to the September meeting for resolution.  The pipework in the kitchen had been left in a potentially unsafe state by the most recent contractor, who would be asked to rectify it.

18.142 Personnel Committee recommendations 
0. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the following recommendations from the Personnel Committee meeting held 30th July 2018 be adopted:

(i) That the Council should implement the National Joint Council salary award 2018-19 for the Clerk’s post, with effect from 1st April 2018. 

(ii) That, following the award of the CILCA qualification in June 2018, Council should appoint the Clerk to salary point 27 with effect from 1st July 2018. 

(iii) To invite the Personnel Committee to put in place procedures for an annual appraisal for each member of staff and to ensure that these were carried out. 

(iv) That Personnel Committee should implement privacy notices for members of staff in accordance with General Data Protection Regulations and good practice, limiting access to and disclosure of their personal data.  

(v) The circulated draft revision to the contract of employment and job description for the Hall Manager be provisionally approved, subject to subsequent consultation with the post-holder, with an average working week of 10 hours; appointment to spinal column point 13 on the National Joint Council scale; the post not to attract a discretionary pension contribution.

18.143 Internal auditor
a. Members agreed to accept the proposal by the internal auditor that this work should in future be carried out by Mr John Watson.


The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30pm. 
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Cheque No Payee Description £

200625 GWCA 2 x advertisments for Autumn 2018 issue 76.00

200626 Eurolube Fuel for Wildlife Reserve 22.05

200627 Reliable Fire Protection 2 x Fire Extinguishers maintained at Wildlife Reserve             38.64 

200628 E.on Electricity 174.15

DD E.on Gas             19.98 

200629 Anglian Water Business Ltd Water             79.66 

200630 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions 188.95

Standing Order G.Gates Salary           360.00 

200631 I.King Salary 667.76

200632 I.King Expenses 177.17

200633 Essex County Council Tree survey for Wildlife Reserve 432.00

200634 Rochford Hundred ALC Annual subscription 10.50

200635 British Recycled Plastic 2 x Harewood Benches 717.12

DD E.on Street lighting power 316.75

200636 Starboard Systems Ltd Bookkeeping software licence for year from 1 October 339.60

Total payments  £3,620.33


