


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, held Thursday, 11th October 2018 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex, commencing at 7pm. 

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bond, Cohen (Chairman), Gardiner, McKillop and Steptoe (Vice-Chairman).

Apologies:       Councillors Clark, Edmunds and Pearmain.
District Councillors Efde, Lucas-Gill, Mcpherson and Williams.

Attending:	County and District Councillor Steptoe
		I. King (Parish Clerk)
	 	

MINUTES

18.161 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7pm.
b. Instructions on what to do in the event of a fire were read aloud.

18.162 To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies for absence were noted, as recorded above.

18.163 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of   Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. Councillor Cohen declared an interest in items 18.174 a(i) and 18.176 d.
b. Councillor Steptoe declared an interest in any matter relating to the District or County Councils and under item 18.169d. In any planning matter, he reserved the right to change his mind when the matter was considered by the District Council.

18.164 To sign as a correct record the Minutes of the Full Council held 13th September 2018 
a. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the minutes be approved. For 6, against 0, abstained 0.

18.165 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a. No residents were present on this occasion.

18.166 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest. (limited to 20 minutes, 5 minutes per speaker)
a. The cleaning of the village gates (minute 18.148a): Councillor Steptoe believed that 2 of the gates had been cleaned and he anticipated that the rest would be completed before long.
b. County Councillor Steptoe would welcome notification by 15th October of a list of 20 potholes in his division, 10 to be rectified before Christmas and 10 afterwards. Emails should include map references.
c. County Councillor Steptoe reported on the proposed devolution of minor highways works to parish councils and wondered if Barling Magna might wish to serve as a pilot area. This was unconnected with the Local Highways Panel. The clerk asked if a small parish council like Barling would have the capacity to offer a good testing ground for the devolution in view of other significant projects in hand.  No decision was made.
d. District Councillor Steptoe briefed members on the silhouettes of soldiers, the display of poppies in Rayleigh church and on lampposts and other means of remembrance ahead of this year’s centenary of the end of World War 1. It was suggested that a poppy wreath might be placed above reach on the village sign.
e. District Councillor Steptoe reported on current discussions between RDC and Square – a company offering inexpensive digital card readers for payments.  The clerk was already aware of this and recommended that he explore the matter for bookings charges and report back.

18.167 Financial matters – to consider (detailed reports to be circulated).
a. Payment requests for October 2018. The clerk responded to a query from Councillor Ashdown about the two fuel payments in the following list. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Gardiner that the payments be approved. For 6, against 0, abstained 0.
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b. Owing to continued delays in receiving Co-op Bank Deposit account statements, it was not possible to offer a bank reconciliation for this meeting.  A letter of complaint had been sent to Co-op Bank.
c. The clerk had circulated a half-year financial report to 30 September (a copy is attached to the minutes).  This showed a satisfactory position. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor Cohen that the report be noted. For 6, against 0, abstained 0.  A further report on standing orders and direct debit payments would be circulated. 
d. Members noted the successful conclusion of the external audit for 2017/18.
e. As part of the grounds maintenance review, the clerk had discovered from Came & Co that the play equipment in the Council’s play area had not previously been covered. He reported that he had instructed the broker to extend cover immediately and would notify details of any increase in premium.
f. A replacement Direct Debit for the BT broadband and landline would be completed.  The package had been renegotiated, with an improved capacity at reduced cost.
g. The Council’s laptop was slowing down and a replacement would be needed before too long. This need not be a high-specification machine. It was unanimously agreed that the clerk, in consultation with Chairman and Vice-Chairman, should have authority to spend in the region of £400 for a replacement should a good deal come forward.
h. The second quarter’s VAT reclaim of £838 had been submitted.

18.168 Grounds maintenance 
a. A working party of members had considered options for the renewal of the grounds maintenance contract which would lapse on 31st January 2019 and they were thanked for doing so.  The clerk had confirmed with the insurers that the current weekly inspection of the play area equipment by a qualified person could be replaced by a lay person visiting monthly and logging visits; he would undertake this himself from February, with an annual saving of over £1,400.  The new grounds specification would be worded more carefully:  mown grass clippings would be removed; all vegetation would be kept to the boundary fence at the parish hall and greater attention would be paid to keeping the bus shelters clear. It was agreed not to include weeding.  Subject to the circulation of a revised specification, it was proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the clerk should open a tendering process in the week commencing 15th October. Members were asked to notify of the clerk of firms to be invited to take part. For 6, against 0, abstained 0.
b. A query was raised about the concrete pads opposite the Mucking Hall Road bus shelter: it was believed these marked the entrance to the adjacent field.

18.169      Wildlife Reserve matters
a. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Bond that the Council note both the recent tree survey at the Wildlife Reserve and also act upon the recommendation of the Wildlife Reserve Committee (4.9.18) that the necessary but non-urgent work be undertaken across two financial years, with the clerk asking a local firm to quote. The matter would come back for action after the budget was set for 2019/20. For 6, against 0, abstained 0. 
b. The clerk was continuing to seek the best price for the purchase of a specialist ladder to enable volunteers to prune trees up to 2.5 metre height, with all necessary health and safety observance. He would report at the next meeting.
c. Members reviewed and reaffirmed the Health and Safety (Lone Worker) Policy, which would apply to all council sites.
d. Regarding the water supply at the Wildlife Reserve, the clerk reported the consent of the land owners (both freeholder and head leaseholder) and the water company to proceed with the installation of new water and electricity conduits. The council had been successful in its bid to Enovert Community Trust in attracting a grant of £22,907 towards the costs. We had not so far been able obtain guidance from District Council planners on whether planning consent was necessary. Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that:
(i) The terms of the Enovert Community Trust grant in their letter dated 3rd October 2019 be agreed;
(ii) James Duddridge MP, County and District Councillors who had lent their support to the bid should be thanked for their kind support;
(iii) The clerk was to be congratulated on the outcome of the bid;
(iv) A tendering process would begin within October on the basis of the draft specification seen by members.
For 5, against 0, abstained 1.

18.170  	Play facilities
	a.     Barling Play Area:  It was agreed that the clerk would contact Councillor Clark 	and seek to pass on all relevant paperwork on options for updating the play 	equipment to Councillor Ashdown. In addition to Awards for All, Councillor 	Steptoe suggested that there was a local grants fund operated by Sanctuary 	Housing for parishes in which their properties were located. The clerk was 	asked to contact their chief executive to find out more. It was understood 	that District Councillor Mcpherson was very knowledgeable on fundraising 	matters.
	b.     Little Wakering Play Area (The Parry) – the clerk would open discussion 	shortly with the District Council on the future management of this 	facility. The entrance road to the Parry appears currently to be unregistered.

18.171      Events and projects – to report progress and agree any action
a. Preparation for the quiz night on 27th October. 70+ tickets had been sold so far. It was agreed unanimously that the Chairman should have a budget of £50 towards offsetting the costs of the event. A replacement easel and whiteboard would be purchased.
b. Proposal by Councillor Bond to explore an Easter Egg Hunt. There were health and safety concerns about holding this at the Reserve; the parish hall offered the flexibility of a bad weather alternative. This item to be on the November agenda.
c. Update on Barling in Bloom project, including bulbs. The lavender plants on the parish hall verge were really attractive.  Some tulip bulbs might be planted in designated areas, e.g. around the village sign.  
i. Christmas events update, including hampers. Mrs Dobson would welcome help with planning and delivering the hampers this year, as well as the prizes for the Christmas lights competition. The Chairman was meeting her the following week. Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that if necessary the float would be made available this year to the Chairman in place of the original cheque. For 6, against 0, abstained 0. Councillor McKillop offered to help. It was felt that existing arrangements to safeguard the data of recipients would be adequate.  Posters for the Citizen of the Year competition would be available at the quiz night.
d. Proposal to discuss the village fair. Although the Fair had taken place in very wet weather, £500 had been raised and a further event, a Christmas Fair, would be held on 20th October, to ensure adequate funds for an elderly residents’ tea.  It was noted that the Council continued to hold £600 towards play equipment from the Village Fair 2017.

18.172     Website 
a.  Councillor Cohen reported. Councillor Clark’s work so far on the project would be recovered and contact made with Ms Serena Brown and Mr Richard Kirton to seek their help.  The Chairman tabled the details of a firm run by a (non-local) parish councillor who had set up 50+ parish council websites. 


18.173      Planning Matters - to consider any action required 
a. 18/00626/FUL:  Council would make an objection to the application. It believed that there was a risk that an ‘agricultural’ building of this scale might in time become a domestic building. It was felt that the proposed works constitute overdevelopment of land in the Green Belt. They were out of keeping with the neighbourhood and were out of proportion to the stated use. 
b. 18/867/FUL:  Council would support the application subject to a condition that the extension should be solely for garage use.  Any further change of use should be subject to a new planning application.
c. 18/00869/FUL:  no comment
d. 18/00875/FUL:  no comment 
e. 18/00781/FUL:  when this application had first been considered by the parish council it had offered no comment.  Councillor Gardiner was concerned with the current situation on this site and asked for assurances that the development was taking place within the approved conditions. It was understood that planning officers were currently acting to ensure this.   
f. 17/01136/OUT: the planning officer had recommended refusal of this application and it had been ‘called-in’ to Development Committee on 18 October 2018.  It was noted that the objections of local residents had been summarised well; also that there were was no report from highways. It was agreed that the Chairman would exercise the right of addressing the Development Committee on the Council’s behalf.
g. The clerk asked about the process to follow if a planning application arrived where the deadline for consultation expired between Council meetings. It was agreed that, should there be sufficient concern, an extraordinary Council meeting would be called for that item alone.

18.174     Clerk’s report
a. To receive a report from the clerk on current matters
(i) Acting on delegated authority (minute 18.159), the clerk reported that he had approved a reduced cost for the kitchen and toilet works with Elite Plumbing, saving £406. There would be all-new kitchen fitments as the carpentry costs of adapting existing shells to a satisfactory sanitary standard would be higher than fitting new. A wall cupboard would be fitted for food items. In the bathrooms, adjustments had been made to the specification to the disability toilet. The urinals in the gents’ toilet would remain and a new lever valve would be fitted to ensure that wastage was kept to a minimum. The rest of the original specification remained as before.  The work should be completed in time for the Frost Fayre. The clerk would seek downdraw now of the CIF grant.
(ii) [bookmark: _GoBack]The E.on fixed price plan for gas at the parish hall would expire on 15th November.  The variable cost was at least 20% higher and he recommended that we extend the contract with E.on for a further 12 months. Proposed by Councillor Gardiner, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that this action be approved. For 6, against 0, abstained 0.
(iii) The complaint to HSBC about their poor practice had been made and an acknowledgement received, dated 13th September.
(iv) The government had opened a consultation on the proposed Lower Thames Crossing. This could be accessed at www.lowerthamescrossing.co.uk/haveyoursay 
(v) There would be an opportunity to meet the Police, Fire & Crime Commissioner on Tuesday, 20 November in Great Dunmow. It was noted that the Commissioner also made more local visits.
b. To report on recent correspondence with Great Wakering Parish Council.  Recent suggestions from Barling Magna PC for joint working had been circulated to Great Wakering PC councillors; as yet, there had been no response. 

18.175 Reports from external bodies
a. The chairman, vice-chairman and Clerk had attended that day’s Tourism Forum, called by the District Council to plan ahead for various local anniversaries falling in 2020. All agreed that this had been a useful and exciting opportunity. Further planning work, not least with Sutton PC, would come back for consideration at a future date.
b. The chairman had circulated notes from the recent EALC AGM and conference, including details of some prospective contractors.

18.176 At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
a. Extraordinary Council meeting with the Deputy Leader and the Managing Director of Rochford District Council - Thursday 25th October. Items for discussion were needed well in advance of this meeting so that an informed debate could take place. Topics might include provision for travellers and the future of the Haul Road
b. The date of the next Full Council is Thursday 8th November.
c. Finance Committee (budget preparation) will be Monday 19th November.
d. Councillor Cohen reported that the parish hall curtains were now ready. With Councillor Pearmain away, Mr Paul Cohen had kindly offered to install the curtain tracks and it was proposed by Councillor Bond, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that:
(i)  a budget of £350 be approved for this
(ii)  a roller shutter for the kitchen hatch be ordered in white finish, to a  maximum of £180
For 5, against, 0, abstained 1.

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.55pm.

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *


6

image1.emf
Cheque No Payee Description £

200646 PKF Littlejohn External audit fee 480.00

200647 Essex Pension Fund Pension contributions 205.60

200648 Cllr R Gardiner Councillor allowance (3rd quarter)             42.53 

200649 Cllr M Pearmain Councillor allowance (3rd quarter) 42.53

200650 Cllr M Steptoe Councillor allowance (3rd quarter)             26.69 

Standing Order Gillian Gates Net salary           360.00 

200651 Ivan King Net salary 723.66

200652 J. Swift 7 sets of curtains for the parish hall        1,795.88 

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power 306.54

200653 Eurolube Oil Ltd Fuel for wildlife reserve 17.64

200654 Great Wakering Community Association Full page advert in Winter newsletter 64.00

200655 A. Golab Fuel for wildlife reserve 19.60

200656 The Noticeboard Company (UK) Ltd Noticeboard 1294.80

For information E.on Gas for parish hall (in credit) -22.81

200657 British Telecom Landline and broadband at Parish Hall 93.40

Direct Debit E.on Electricity at hall 33.26

200658 Brunel Computer Services Ltd 2nd domain registration 36.00

Total payments  £5,519.32


