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BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE, held Monday 20th November 2017 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex, commencing at 7.26pm. 

Present:   
Councillors Ashdown, Clark, Cohen (Vice-Chair) and Steptoe (Chair).

Apologies:
Councillor Bond
Attending:

Councillor Edmunds 

I. King (Parish Clerk)
MINUTES

1. The Chair to declare the meeting open.

a. The Chair declared the meeting open at 7.26pm.
2. To receive apologies for absence.

a. Apologies were recorded, as listed above.
3. To appoint a Chair of the Committee for the 2017/18 Council year

a. It was proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that Councillor Steptoe be appointed chair. Carried.

4. To appoint a Vice-Chair of the Committee for the 2017/18 Council year

a. It was proposed by Councillor Steptoe, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that Councillor Cohen be appointed vice-chair. Carried.
5. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

a. Councillors Ashdown, Clark, Cohen and Steptoe declared an interest, as Council Tax payers. Councillor Steptoe declared an interest under item 8d.
6. To sign as a correct record the minutes of the Finance Committee held 3rd November 2016
a. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Steptoe that the minutes be   agreed. Carried.
7. To consider a draft budget for the 2018/19 Financial Year and to agree any recommendations to be made to Council

a. A draft budget had been circulated and this was discussed. When the draft budget was presented to Council, line numbers would be included.

b. It was noted that minor adjustments needed to be made to the following budget lines, to take account of new information received recently:  pension; internal and external auditor. Councillor Cohen suggested that there should be an allowance of up to £700 to improve hall security.  

c. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Ashdown to recommend to Council that the draft budget, once amended, be approved and that the Council should set a precept for £41,756, being a 10% increase on the current year’s precept. It was noted that this would add around 30p per week, per household to the Council Tax. For: 4; against 0; abstentions 0.
8. At the Chair’s discretion, to exchange information on financial matters relating to the parish council.

a. Councillor Ashdown would bring the outcome of research into the costs of adding new play and open-air gym equipment to the next Council meeting.

b. Councillor Edmunds, at the chair’s invitation, raised a query about the duration of the street-lighting contract and problems posed by vegetation obscuring the lights.

c. Councillor Steptoe proposed, Councillor Clark seconded that the Committee should propose to Council that it create a sub-committee to explore potential sources of funding for (mainly) new capital expenditure on equipment and specific projects. Carried.
d. The clerk had been asked to arrange an insurance valuation of the full rebuilding costs of the parish hall, to ensure that our insurance cover was at an adequate level. Of four RICS surveyor firms approached so far, three had declined to quote and one had offered a quote of £1,500 + VAT for the valuation, which he believed to be a far higher figure than Council anticipated. Councillor Cohen offered to explore contacts with Hair & Son. The clerk would seek our broker’s further recommendations and contact Mike Gray of Dedman Gray.
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 8:23pm.
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