


BARLING MAGNA PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL, held Thursday, 13th December 2018 in the Barling Magna Parish Hall, Barling Magna, Essex, commencing at 7pm. 

Present:   	Councillors Ashdown, Bond, Cohen (Chairman), McKillop and Pearmain.

Apologies:       Councillors Gardiner and Steptoe.
James Duddridge MP; District Councillors Efde, Lucas-Gill, Steptoe and 			Williams. 

Attending:	I. King (Parish Clerk)
	 	

MINUTES


18.198 The Chairman to declare the meeting open.
a. The Chairman declared the meeting open at 7pm.

18.199 To receive apologies for absence.
a. Apologies for absence were noted, as recorded above.
b. Councillor Pearmain queried the recording of apologies for absence from District and County Councillors and from the Member of Parliament. The Chairman explained that they received copies of the agenda for Council meetings as a courtesy.

18.200 To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of   Conduct and with section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.
a. All councillors present declared an interest as Council Tax payers under item 18.205. 

18.201 To sign as a correct record the Minutes of the meeting held 8th November 2018 
a. Proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor McKillop that the minutes be approved. For 5, against 0, abstained 0.

18.202 The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Barling Magna to address the Council  
a. No residents wished to address the Council on this occasion.

18.203 To receive a report from the District and County Councillors for the area on any matters of interest. 
a. In the absence of District and County Councillors, this item was deferred.

18.204 Financial matters – to consider for approval 
a. Payment requests for December 2018. The following cheque request schedule, having been circulated by email, was proposed by Councillor Ashdown, seconded by Councillor McKillop.  For 5, against 0, abstained 0.
[image: ] 
b. Banking matters
(i) The Clerk reported that HSBC had admitted poor service in handling the recent security checks on signatories and had offered compensation of £200. There was unanimous agreement to accept.   
(ii) The latest bank reconciliation would be sent to councillors as soon as all statements were received. The clerk gave confirmed balances on Co-op Bank accounts as of that day (Current account: £19,489.11; Deposit account£12,472.38); he estimated the HSBC account to be £6,000.
c. The clerk reported on the purchase of a new Lenovo V130 laptop, under delegated authority (minute 18.127g refers) as a Black Friday sale item.

18.205 Items referred from Finance Committee meeting held 20th November 2018 
a. Budget for 2019/20. A draft had been published in advance and the Clerk was thanked for the clarity of the document.  The Clerk responded to members’ questions. It was noted that, if adopted, the Council’s reserves would fall below the recommended level. Further thought would need to be given to attracting new sources of income. Proposed by Councillor Bond, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the budget be adopted: For 5, against 0, abstained 0.
b. Proposed by Councillor Bond, seconded by Councillor Pearmain that a precept of £45,932 be issued for the year commencing 1 April 2019.  For 5, against 0, abstained 0.  It was noted that the increase in precept would require an additional weekly cost per household of 12½p.

18.206      Items referred from Wildlife Reserve Committee meeting held 4th December 2018
a. Proposed by Councillor Bond, seconded by Councillor Pearmain that a sum of up to £300 could be spent on a pruning ladder; that the Clerk be authorised to purchase stocks of bird seed as necessary and that the Council would fund the cost of a training course in handling petrol-driven tools for Mr Shaw. For 5, against 0, abstained 0.  Any new skills or knowledge acquired by Mr Shaw would be shared with other volunteers, to enhance the safe handling of tools.





18.207   Governance matters
a. Proposed by Councillor Cohen, seconded by Councillor Ashdown – that Barling Magna Parish Council Standing Orders adopted on the 8th March 2018 shall be amended as set out below: Paragraph 3(w) shall be amended to read "A meeting shall not exceed three hours although the Chairman of the meeting may use their discretion in this respect."  Councillor Pearmain moved an amendment to the motion which would require a definite end to any meeting by 10pm; this failed to attract a seconder. For 3, against 1, abstained 1. Carried.
b. The Chairman reminded members of the need to amend both Standing Orders and Financial Regulations so that they agreed on the thresholds requiring a minimum of three financial quotes.  She intended to bring forward amendments early in the New Year.

18.208	Planning Matters - to consider any action required, including the following
a. To consider current applications.  There were none in hand.  Members had been circulated with details of two applications where the consultation had expired between meetings but no one had requested an Extraordinary Meeting. 

18.209     Clerk’s report
a. The Parry – the Clerk had a meeting scheduled to discuss the future of the Parry
b. The Clerk would be attending a meeting to discuss the special constables and would report back.
c. It was agreed to collaborate with Sutton Parish Council on a footpaths project for the Rochford 2020 series of events.  Councillors Ashdown and Cohen would represent Barling.
d. Councillor Pearmain suggested using the B&Q Colour-Match service for paint in the hall.
e. The leakage to the parish hall heating system was a matter of concern.  The Clerk was pursuing original contractors and would report back. 
f. The Chairman raised a query about the new work surface in the kitchen. The specification had made plain that there should be no metal bar at the join but she felt that the invisible join was uneven.  The clerk was asked to bring the contractor back to adjust the finish.
g. The Play Area remained closed pending repairs to fencing.  The Clerk had now met the owner of 386 Little Wakering Road and had a helpful conversation. The insurers would be asked if the costs of repairs could be a claim. A quote had been sought from Matthew Broomfield.
h. It was agreed that the availability of 25kg bags of salt for free collection would be circulated in the Great Wakering Community Association newsletter. The Clerk was asked to explore the possible location of the new salt bin near Barrow Hall Cottages.
i. The clerk had completed the fire risk assessment for 2018 at the hall. A fire safety inspection would take place shortly.
j. [bookmark: _GoBack]The recent Photography Competition had been a success.  Following the guidance of Mr Alan Leeks, the decision of winners was left to a public vote at the Frost Fayre.  The winner in the adult category was Janet Smith for Moonlit Moorings; in the young persons’ category by Caitlin Glover for Becky Boo. Three entries were Highly-Commended, identified by Mr Leeks. The prizes could be awarded in January.
k. It was agreed that the Clerk would recover extra hours worked by closing the office from 24th December to 2nd January.

18.210 At the Chairman’s discretion to exchange information and items for future meetings:
a. Arrangements for the judging of the Christmas Lights and the presentation of the Citizen of the Year award. It was agreed that Councillors Cohen and McKillop would head-up the judging panel for the lights, seeking assistance from Mr & Mrs Fisher. The award of the Citizen of the Year would be made at the usual beer & carols evening at The Castle.
b. The next Full Council would be held on Thursday, 17th January 2019 (one week later than usual).
c. EALC had made members aware of a new legal service, called Essex Legal Services.

18.211 Exclusion of the Press and the Public
Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was resolved that, in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it was advisable in the public interest that the press and the public be excluded and they were instructed to withdraw. 

18.212 Grounds maintenance 
a. To discuss tenders and to make a decision.  Of the 10 firms invited, 6 had submitted tenders. Following discussion, and subject to confirmation of insurance, the tender being a fixed price for the work specified and a 4-month probation, it was proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor Ashdown that the contract be awarded to Essex Country Gardens (S.Pavelin).  For 4, against 0, abstained 1.

18.213 Utility installation at the Wildlife Reserve
a. To receive a report and to consider options.  10 firms had been invited in the first round of tendering, with 1 tender received.  A second round involving 6 firms was now in hand.  Should there be fewer than 3 quotes available for the January Council meeting, the clerk outlined possible options for the Council to avoid the risk of continued loss of service at the Wildlife Reserve or risk to the grant.

18.214   Citizen of the Year 2018
a. Nominations had been circulated to all members by email. Proposed by Councillor Pearmain, seconded by Councillor Bond that Ivy Knight be recognised as Citizen of the Year 2018 for her service following her retirement from the Council.  For 3, against 0, abstained 2. Carried. Up to £35 might be spent on flowers and wine which would be the award.  Councillor Gardiner would be invited to make the presentation at the Beer and Carols evening.

18.215    The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20pm

* * * * * * * * * *
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Cheque No Payee Description £

200699 Mrs C Steptoe Christmas Hamper contents 240.25

200670 Elite Plumbling & Heating Ltd Kitchen and toilet refurbishment        9,226.80 

200671 W & H (Romac) Ltd Street lighting repairs           300.96 

Direct Debit E.on Gas  60.26

Direct Debit E.on Electricity             26.22 

200672 I.King Expenses 

(includes new laptop and 200 x 2nd class stamps)

          679.70 

Direct Debit E.on Street lighting power           306.54 

Direct Debit British Telecom Broadband and Telephone             50.88 

200673 Mrs G Gates Salary 

(includes back payments due from 1.8.18 - 30.11.18)

503.25

200674 I.King December salary            723.66 

200675 Essex Pension Fund December pension contributions 205.60

200676 Cllr M Cohen Christmas Hamper contents + mirrors for the hall 202.07

200677

W & H (Romac) Ltd Street lighting repairs 407.16

Total payments  £12,933.35


